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POLICY CAME FROM AN UNEXPECTED SOURCE - THE NATIONAL 
UNION OF MINERS - FOLLOWING A DECISION OF THE NUM EX- 
ECUTIVE (14-10) TO BACK THE 6 POUND WAGE LIMIT. THE 
VOTE, REPRESENTS A CLEAR, IF CLOSE, VICTORY FOR 
THE MODERATES IN THE UNION. THE DECISION NOW GOES TO 
THE RANK AND FILE MINERS IN A SPECIAL PIT BALLOT, AND 
THERE IS A GOOD CHANCE THE RECOMMENDATION WILL BE ACCEP- 
TED. A "YES" VOTE AT THE PITS WILL BOLSTER SUPPORT FOR 
WAGE RESTRAINT AT THE TUC CONGRESS AND, MOST IMPORTANTLY, 
WILL BE REFLECTED IN A SHARP MODERATION OF NUM DEMANDS 
IN THE NEXT WAGE ROUND. END SUMMARY. 

1. IT IS GENERALLY EXPECTED THAT THE TUC BLACKPOOL CON- 
GRESS IN SEPTEMBER WILL ENDORSE THE GOVERNMENT'S 6 POUND 
WAGE RESTRAINT BUT NOT WITHOUT A FIGHT FROM SOME UNIONS, 
MOST NOTABLY THE AMALGAMATED UNION OF ENGINEERING WORKERS 
(AUEW) WHICH IS BRITAIN'S SECOND LARGEST UNION. IF THE 
MINERS' PIT BALLOT RESULTS IN APPROVAL OF NUM EXECUTIVE S 
DECISION, IT WILL NOT ONLY HELP TO ENLARGE THE MAIORITY 
AT BLACKPOOL IN SUPPORT OF WAGE RESTRAINT, BUT WHAT IS 
MOST CRUCIAL, IS LIKELY TO MEAN THAT THE NUM WILL. IN THE 
END, ACCEPT THE 6 POUND LIMIT DURING THE NEXT WAGE ROUND. 

3. THE NUM'S ANNUAL CONFERENCE AT SCARBOROUGH HAD THRUST 
BACK A LEFT-WING EFFORT TO GET THE NUM EXECUTIVE TO "DE- 
MAND" 100 POUNDS A WEEK FOR MINERS WHICH. IF ACCEPTED, 

WOULD HAVE COMMITTED THE MINERS AND VERY SERIOUSLY DA- 
MAGED ANY VOLUNTARY WAGE RESTRAINT EFFORTS (REF A). THE 
CURRENT EXECUTIVE ACTION - IF CONFIRMED BY THE PIT BAL- 
LOT - IS A CONTINUATION OF THE MODERATION EXPRESSED AT 
SCARBOROUGH. A NUM SOURCE TOLD US HE NOW FULLY EXPECTS 
THE MINERS TO APPROVE THE EXECUTIVE'S RECOMMENDATION. 

HE SAID THERE ARE "GENUINE FEARS FROM THE RANK AND FILE" 

ABOUT THE ECONOMY, ABOUT CONFRONTATION. HE ADDS THAT A 
SOUNDING FROM THE "GRASS-ROOTS INDICATES THAT THEY (THE 
RANK AND FILE) HAVE HAD BLOODY ENOUGH IN TAKING ON THE 
GOVERNMENT YEAR AFTER YEAR". THIS APPEARS TO US TO BE A 
REASONABLE INTERPRETATION. IN ANY CASE, THE MINERS' 

CURRENT ATTITUDE IS A PLEASING CONTRAST FOR THE GOVERN- 
MENT TO THE "FUSS AND FEATHERS" RESULTING FROM PROPOSED 
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INCREASES IN MP'S SALARIES (REF B). 
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